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think and live like Jesus, the humbler
we will be.

Satan and his world does not want
us to be humble. All temptations to sin
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Humility
by John Gentry

Humility is a trait we all need to
be reminded of. In our self-saturated
society of “Me, myself, and I,” it is
so important that we put forth great
effort to remain humble in the sight
of God and other people.

In Psalm 25.9 David said, “The
humble the LORD guides in justice,
And the humble He teaches His
way.” To be led by God should be
the desire of all Christians. To be
led in what is right and in God’s
way, we must humble ourselves.
Approaching the Lord in humility,
we need to pray for God to lead us
in His way, in the way of truth
(Psalm 86.11-13).

In Proverbs 3.33—34, we learn
that God gives grace to the humble.
But what is involved in being hum-
ble? This passage is quoted twice in
the New Testament. The context of
both passages helps us to under-
stand what is involved in being hum-
ble. In James 4.6—10 we learn that
humbling ourselves involves submit-
ting to God, resisting the devil,
drawing near to God, and cleansing
and purifying our lives and hearts in

Guest Article...

godly sorrow for sin.

In | Peter 5.5-9 we learn that hum-
bling ourselves involves casting all our care
on God (instead of arrogantly trying to
deal with it ourselves), being sober-minded
or self-controlled, being vigilant or watch-
ful, resisting the devil and his attempts to
devour us, and remaining steadfast in the
faith.

Sometimes all that is involved in living a
holy life pleasing to God will be summed
up in just two or three primary points. Je-
sus did this when he gave the greatest two
commandments—Ilove God and love oth-
ers— and said that all other command-
ments hung on those two (Matthew 22.34
—40). In Micah 6.8 we read, “what does the
LORD require of you But to do justly, To
love mercy, And to walk humbly with your
God?” And in Isaiah 66.1-2 we read, “Thus
says the Lord: ... But on this one will |
look: On him who is humble [NKJV poor]
and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles
at My word.”

These two passages underscore the
place of importance humility has in the
eyes of God. When we boil everything
down to what is absolutely necessary or to
what is at the core or foundation of all
godly living, humility plays a crucial role.

In Matthew 5.5 Jesus said, “Blessed
are the humble [NKJV meek], For they
shall inherit the earth.” Jesus either
quoted or alluded to Psalm 37.11. The
context of this psalm provides addi-
tional insight into humility and inherit-
ing the earth.

In Psalm 37.8/9—11 we learn that
“the humble” (vl I, NKJV the meek) are
paralleled with “those who put their
hope in the LORD” (v9 CSB, NKJV
those who wait on the LORD). The hum-
ble are contrasted with
“evildoers” (v9) and “the
wicked” (v10). “Inherit the earth/
land” (vI1) is paralleled with “the
abundance of peace” (vl 1) and con-
trasted with being “cut off”’ (v9) and
being “no more” (v10). Trusting and
following God in humility is the only
path to abundant, eternal life with God.

In Philippians 2.1-11 we learn that
the opposite of humility is “selfish am-
bition” (v3), “conceit” (v3), considering
self as more important than others
(v3), and seeking our own interests
(v4). Humility is living with others in
love and harmony (v2), considering
others more important than self (v3),
seeking the interests of others (v4),
and serving others (vv5-8).
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